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IMPORTANT NOTICE

* OPERATOR AND PASSENGER
This motorcycle is designed to carry the operator and one passenger. Never exceed the
maximum weight capacity as shown on the tyre information label.

¢ ON/OFF-ROAD USE
This motorcycle is designed for “dual purpose” use.

¢ READ THIS OWNER’S MANUAL CAREFULLY
Pay special attention to statements preceded by the following words:

AWARNING
Indicates a strong possibility of severe personal injury or death if instructions are
not followed.

CAUTION:
Indicates a possibility of personal injury or equipment damage if instructions are

not followed.
NOTE:Gives helpful information.

This manual should be considered a permanent part of the motorcycle and should remain
with the motorcycle when resold.
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All information in this publication is based on the latest production information
available at the time of approval for printing. HONDA MOTOR CO.,LTD. reserves
the right to make changes at any time without notice and without incurring any
obligation.

No part of this publication may be reproduced without written permission.



WELCOME

The motorcycle presents you a challenge to master the machine, a challenge to adventure.
You ride through the wind, linked to the road by a vehicle that responds to your commands
as no other does. Unlike an automobile, there is no metal cage around you. Like an airplane, a

pre-l('iide inspection and regular maintenance are essential to your safety. Your reward is
freedom.

To meet the challenges safely, and to eng)g the adventure fullerl, you should become
thoroughly familiar with this owner’s manual BEFORE YOU RIDE THE MOTORCYCLE.

When service is required, remember that your Honda dealer knows your motorcycle best. If

you have the required mechanical “know-how” and tools, your dealer can supply you with an
official Honda Service Manual to help you perform many maintenance and repair tasks.

Pleasant riding, and thank you for choosing a Honda !

o The illustrations and photos herein are based on the G type.
o Following codes in this manual indicate each country.

G Germany 1T Ttaly Al —Austria
Sweden Belgium S Spain
Finland Holland E UK
Norway Portugal oiT Italy (Type IT)
Denmark SW Switzerland

G Germany (Type 1) F France

® The specifications may vary with each locale.
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MOTORCYCLE SAFETY

Safe Riding Rules
Protective Apparel
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Loading and Accessories
Off-road Safety

PARTS LOCATION

Instruments and Indicators

MAJOR COMPONENTS
(Information you need to operate

this motorcycle)
Brakes
Clutch
Coolant
Fuel
Engine Oil
Tyres
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ESSENTIAL INDIVIDUAL
COMPONENTS
Ignition Switch
Right Handlebar Controls
Left Handlebar Controls

FEATURES
(Not required for operation)
Steering Lock
Helmet Holder
Side Cover
Document Bag
Seat

OPERATION
Pre-ride Inspection
Starting the Engine
Running-in
Riding
Braking
Parking
Anti-theft Tips
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MOTORCYCLE SAFETY

AW ARNING

+« Motorcycle riding requires special
efforts on your part to ensure your
safety. Know these requirements
before you ride:

SAFE RIDING RULES

1. Always make a pre-ride inspection (page
37) before you start the engine. You
may prevent an accident or equipment
damage.

2. Many accidents involve inexperienced
riders. Most countries require a special
motorcycle riding test or license. Make
sure you are qualified before you ride.
NEVER lend your motorcycle to an
inexperienced rider.

3. Many automobile/motorcycle accidents
happen because the automobile driver
does not “see” the motorcyclist.

Make yourself conspicuous to help avoid

the accident that wasn’t your fault:

e Wear bright or reflective clothing.

¢ Don't ride in another motorist’s “blind
spot.”
4. Obey all national and local laws and
regulations.
® Excessive speed is a factor in many
accidents. Obey the speed limits, and
NEVER travel faster than conditions
warrant.

¢ Signal before you make a turn or lane
change. Your size and maneuverability
can surprise other motorists.



5.Don’t let other motorists surprise you.
Use extra caution at intersections,
parking lot entrances and exits, and
driveways.

6. Keep both hands on the handlebars and
both feet on the footpegs while riding. A
passenger should hold on to the
motorcycle or the operator with both
hands and keep both feet on the
passenger footpegs.

PROTECTIVE APPAREL
1. Most motorcycle accident fatalities are

due to head injuries: ALWAYS wear a
helmet. You should also wear a face
shield or goggles as well as boots, gloves
and protective clothing. A passenger
needs the same protection.

2. The exhaust system becomes hot during

operation, and it remains hot for a while
after stopping the engine. Be careful not
to touch the exhaust system while it is
{mt. Wear clothing that fully covers your
egs.

. Do not wear loose clothing which could

catch on the control levers, footpegs,
drive chain or wheels.



MODIFICATIONS

AW ARNING

+ Modification of the motorcycle, or
removal of original equipment, may
render the vehicle unsafe or illegal.
Obey all national and local equipment
regulations.



LOADING AND ACCESSORIES

AW ARNING

+To prevent an accident, use extreme
care when adding and riding with
accessories and cargo. Addition of
accessories and cargo can reduce a
motorcycle’s stability, performance
and safe operating speed. Never ride
an accessory-e(iuigped motorcycle at
speeds above 130 km/h (80 mph).
And remember that this 130 km/h
(80mph) limit may be reduced by
ins tion of non-Honda accessories,
impro§>er loading, worn tyres and
overall motorcycle condition, poor
road or weather conditions. These
general 1%uidelines may help you
decide whether or how to equip your
motorcycle and how to load it safely.

Loading

The combined weight of the rider,

passenger, cargo and additional accesso-

ries must not exceed the maximum weight

capacity:
180 kg {396 Ibs)...E, G, F, SP, AR, IT, liG,

Wi

171 kg (377 Ibs)...SW

Do not exceed the following cargo weight

limit for the rear carrier :
9.0 kg (20 Ibs)

Overloading the rear cartier will adversely

affect stability and handling.

1.Keep cargo weight low and close to the
center of the motorcycle. Load weight
equally on both sides to minimize
imbalance. As weight is located further
from the motorcycle’s center of gravity,
handling is proportionally affected.

2.All cargo must be secure for stable
handling. Recheck cargo security
frequently.

3.Do not attach large or heavy items (such
as a sleeping bag or tent) to the
handlebars, fork, or fender. Unstable
hanx}lmg or slow steering response may
result.



Accessories

You are personally responsible for proper
selection, installation, and use of non-Honda
accessories. Always follow the guidelines
under Loading, and these:

1.

Carefully inspect the accessory to make
sure it does not obscure any lights,
reduce ground clearance and banking
angle, or limit suspension travel, steering
travel or control operation.

. Luggage racks are for lightweight items.

Bulky items may snag on a tree or other
nearby object causing loss of control.

. Do not add electrical equipment that will

exceed the motorcycle’s electrical system
capacity. An electrical failure could cause
a dangerous loss of lights or engine
power at night, far from help.



OFF-ROAD SAFETY

Learn to ride in an uncongested off-road

area free of obstacles before venturing onto

unfamiliar terrain.

1. Always obey local off-road riding laws and
regulations.

2. Obtain permission to ride on private
property. Avoid posted areas and obey
“NO Trespassing” signs.

3. Ride with a friend on another motorcycle
so that you can assist each other in case
of trouble.

4. Familiarity with your motorcycle is
critically important should a problem
occur far from help.

5. Never ride beyond your ability and
expericnce or faster than conditions
warrant.

6. If you are not familiar with the terrain,
ride cautiously. Hidden rocks, holes, or
ravines could spell disaster.

7. Spark arresters and mufflers are required
in most off-road areas. Don’t modify your
exhaust system. Remember that
excessive noise bothers everyone and
creates a bad image for motorcycling.



PARTS LOCATION

Coolant temperature gauge

Speedometer Indicators

Choke lever Tachometer

| > Engine stop switch

Passing switch
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Fuel cock

Air cleaner Helmet holder
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Tool box

Gearshift pedal Side stand



Oil filler cap

Rear brake pedal



INSTRUMENTS AND

INDICATORS

The instruments are grouped together
above the headlight case.

Their functions are described in the table
on the following page.

(1) Speedometer
(2) Odometer
(3) Left turn signal indicator
(4) Coolant temperature gauge
(5) Right turn signal indicator
(6) Tachometer
(7) Tachometer red zone
(8) Neutral indicator
(9) High beam indicator
(10) Side stand indicator
(11) Low oil pressure indicator
(12) Tripmeter
(13) Tripmeter reset knob
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(Ref. No.) Description

1 Function

(1) Speedometer

Shows riding speed.

(2) Odometer

Shows accumulated mileage.

(3) Left turn signal indicator
(amber)

Flashes when the left turn signal operates.

(4) Coolant temperature gauge

(5) Right turn signal indicator
_(amber)

Shows coolant temperature (see page 13).

Flashes when the right turn signal operates.

(6) Tachometer

Shows engine rpm.

(7) Tachometer red zone

Never allow the tachometer needle to enter the red

zone, even after the engine has been run in.

CAUTION:

* Running the engine beyond recommended
maximum engine speed (tachometer red zone)
can damage the engine.

11



(Ref. No.) Description

Function

(8) Neutral indicator (green)

Lights when the transmission is in neutral,

(9) High beam indicator (blue)

Lights when the headlight is on high beam.

(10) Side stand indicator (amber)

Lights when the side stand is put down.

Before parking, check that the side stand is fully
down; the light only indicates the side stand ignition
cut-off system (page 38) is activated.

(11) Low oil pressure indicator
(red)

Light when engine oil pressure is below normal
operating range. Should light when ignition switch is
ON and engine is not running. Should go out when
engine starts, except for occasional flickering at or
near idling speed when engine is warm.

CAUTION:

+*+ Running the engine with insufficient oil
_pressure may cause serious engine damage.

(12) Tripmeter

Shows mileage per trip.

(13) Tripmeter reset knob

Resets tripmeter to zero (0) by pushing the knob.

12




Coolant Temperature Gauge

When the needle begins to move above the
C (Cold) mark, the engine is warm enough
for the motorcycle to be ridden. The normal
operating temperature range is within the
section between the H and C marks. If the
needle reaches the H (Hot) mark, stop the
engine and check the reserve tank coolant
level. Read pages 20 — 21 and do not ride
the motorcycle until the problem has been

corrected.
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(1) Coolant temperature gauge

CAUTION:
*Exceeding maximum running

temperature may cause serious
engine damage.
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MAJOR COMPONENTS (Information you need to operate this

motorcycle)

AWARNING

* If the Pre-ride Inspection (page 37) is
not performed, severe personal injury
or vehicle damage may result.

BRAKES

Both the front and rear brakes are the
hydraulic disc types.

As the brake pads wear, the brake fluid
level drops.

There are no adjustments to perform, but
fluid level and pad wear must be inspected
periodically. The system must be inspected
frequently to ensure there are no fluid leaks.
If the control lever or pedal free travel
becomes excessive and the brake pads are
not worn beyond the recommended limit
(page 79), there is probably air in the brake
system and it must be bled. See your
authorized Honda dealer for this service.
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Front Brake
Brake Fluid Level:

AW ARNING

* Brake fluid may cause irritation.
Avoid contact with skin or eyes. In
case of contact, flush thoroughly with
water and call a doctor if your eyes
were exposed.

+ KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHIL-
DREN.

CAUTION:

* Handle brake fluid with care because
it can damage plastic and painted
surfaces.

* When adding brake fluid, be sure the
reservoir is horizontal before the cap
is removed or brake fluid may spill
out.

* Use only DOT 4 brake fluid from a
sealed container.

* Never allow contaminants such as
dirt or water to enter the brake fluid
reservoir.



Check that the fluid level is above the
LOWER level mark (1) with the motorcycle
in an upright position.

Brake fluid must be added to the reservoir
whenever the fluid level begins to reach the
LOWER level mark (1). Remove the
screws (2), reservoir cover (3), diaphragm
plate (4), and diaphragm (5). Fill the
reservoir with DOT 4 BRAKE FLUID from
a sealed container up to the upper level
mark (6). Reinstall the diaphragm,
diaphragm plate, and cover. Tighten the
screws securely.

Other Checks:

Make sure there are no fluid leaks. Check
for deterioration or cracks in the hoses and
fittings.

(1) LOWER level mark (4) Diaphragm plate

(2) Screws
(3) Reservoir cover

(5) Diaphragm
(6) UPPER level mark
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Rear Brake
Rear Brake Fluid Level:

AWARNING

+ Brake fluid may cause irritation.
Avoid contact with skin or eyes. In
case of contact, flush thoroughly with
water and call a doctor if your eyes
were exposed.

* KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHIL-
DREN.

CAUTION:

* Handle brake fluid with care because
it can damage plastic and painted
surfaces.

* When adding brake fluid, be sure the
reservoir is horizontal before the cap
is removed or brake fluid may spill
out.

* Use only DOT 4 brake fluid from a
sealed container.

* Never allow contaminants such as
dirt or water to enter the brake fluid
reservoir.
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Check the brake fluid level from the
inspection window (1) of the right side
cover with the motorcycle in an upright
position.

(1) Inspection window



Brake fluid must be added to the reservoir
whenever the fluid level begins to reach the
LOWER level mark (2). Remove the right
side cover (page 34 ). Remove the screws
(3), reservoir cover (4), diaphragm plate
(5) and diaphragm (6). Fill the reservoir
with DOT 4 BRAKE FLUID from a sealed
container up to the UPPER level mark (7).
Reinstall the diaphragm, diaphragm plate
and cover. Tighten the screws securely.

Other Checks:

Make sure there are no fluid leaks. Check
for deterioration or cracks in the hoses and
fittings.

(2) LOWER level mark
(3) Screws
(4) Reservoir cover
(5) Diaphragm plate
(6) Diaphragm
(7) UPPER level mark
17



CLUTCH 2. If the cable adjuster is threaded out near

Adjustment: its limit or the correct free play cannot be
Clutch adjustment may be required if the obtained using the cable adjuster (4), a
motorcycle stalls when shifting into gear or major adjustment must be made. Loosen
tends to creep; or if the clutch slips, causing the lock nut (3) and turn in the cable
acceleration to lag behind engine speed. adjuster (4) completely. Tighten the lock
Minor adjustments can be made with the nut (3) and install the rubber dust cover
clutch cable adjuster (4) at the lever (1). (2).

Normal clutch lever free play is:
10—20 mm (0.4—0.8 in)

1. Pull back the rubber dust cover (2).
Loosen the lock nut (3) and turn the
adjuster (4). Tighten the lock nut (3)
and check the adjustment.

(2) Dust cover (A) Increase free play
(3) Lock nut (B) Dcrease free play
(1) Clutch lever (4) Clutch cable adjuster

18



3. Loosen the lock nut (5) at the lower end
of the cable. Turn the adjusting nut (6) to
obtain the specified free play. Tighten the
lock nut (5) and check the adjustment.

4. Start the engine, pull in the clutch lever
and shift into gear. Make sure the engine
does not stall and the motorcycle does
not creep. Gradually release the clutch
lever and open the throttle. The
motorcycle should begin to move
smoothly and accelerate gradually.

(A) Increase free play
(B) Decrease free play

(5) Lock nut
(6) Adjusting nut

NOTE: '
» If proper adjustment cannot be obtained

or the clutch does not work correctly, see
your authorized Honda dealer.

Other Checks:

Check the clutch cable for kinks or signs of
wear that could cause sticking or failure.
Lubricate the clutch cable with a
commercially available cable lubricant to
prevent premature wear and corrosion.
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