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IMPORTANT NOTICE

* OPERATOR AND PASSENGER

This motorcycle is designed to carry the operator and one passenger. Never exceed the vehicle
capacity load as shown on the loading and accessories warning label.

¢ ON-ROAD USE
This motorcycle is designed to be used only on the road.

® READ THIS OWNER’S MANUAL CAREFULLY
Pay special attention to statements preceded by the following words:

AWARNING

Indicates a strong possibility of severe personal injury or death if instructions are
not followed.

CAUTION:
Indicates a possibility of personal injury or equipment damage if instructions are
not followed.

NOTE: Gives helpful information.

This manual should be considered a permanent part of the motorcycle and should remain with the
motorcycle when resold.



HONDA CN250
OWNER’S MANUAL

All information in this publication is based on the latest production information available at the time of
approval for printing. HONDA MOTOR CO., LTD. reserves the right to make changes at any time
without notice and without incurring any obligation.

No part of this publication may be reproduced without written permission.



WELCOME

Thank you for purchasing this Honda motorcycle and welcome to the family of Honda motorcycle
riders. To enjoy safer and more pleasant riding, become thoroughly familiar with this owner’s manual
BEFORE YOU RIDE MOTORCYCLE. Your safety depends not only on your own alertness and
familiarity with the motorcycle, but also the motorcycle’s mechanical condition. A pre-ride inspection
before every outing and regular maintenance are essential.

When regular maintenance or repairs are required, remember that your authorized Honda dealer
knows what it takes to keep your Honda going strong. If you have the required mechanical ‘‘know-
how’’ and tools, your Honda dealer can supply you with an official Honda Service Manual to help you
perform many maintenance and repair tasks.

Pleasant riding, and thank you for choosing a Honda.

® Following codes in this manual indicate each country.

SW | Switzerland
IT | Italy
F France
E | UK.

® The specifications may vary with destinations.
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MOTORCYCLE SAFETY

AWARNING

* Motorcycle riding requires special ef-

forts on your part to ensure your safe-
ty. Know these requirements before
you ride:

SAFE RIDING RULES
1. Always make a pre-ride inspection (page 43)

and perform any needed adjustments or
repairs before you start the engine. You may
prevent an accident or equipment damage.

. Many accidents involve inexperienced
riders. Most countries require a special
motorcycle riding test or licence. Make sure
you are qualified before you ride. NEVER
lend your motorcycle to an inexperienced
rider.

3. Many automobile/motorcycle accidents hap-

pen because the automobile driver does not

“see”” the motorcyclist.

Make yourself conspicuous to help avoid the

accident that wasn’t your fault:

® Wear bright or reflective clothing.

® Don’t ride in another motorist’s “blind
spot.”

. Obey all national and local laws and

regulations.

® Excessive speed is a factor in many ac-
cidents. Obey the speed limits, and
NEVER travel faster than conditions
warrant.

® Signal before you make a turn or lane
change. Your size and maneuverability
can surprise other motorists.




. Don’t let other motorists surprise you. Use
extra caution at intersections, parking lot en-
trances and exits, and driveways.

. Keep both hands on the handlebars and both
feet on the floor boards while riding. A
passenger should hold onto the motorcycle or
the operator with both hands and keep both
feet on the passenger footrests.

. Never leave your motorcycle unattended
with the engine running.

. Moderate your speed when riding over bum-
py roads. Avoid hitting road hazards, such as
sharp bumps and holes in the road surface.
These hazards can cause loss of control or
structural damage to the vehicle.



PROTECTIVE APPAREL

Clothes should be close-fitting.
ALWAYS wear a helmet.

You should also wear a face shield or goggles.

Wear gloves.

Shoes should be close fitting,
have low heels and offer
ankle protection.



MODIFICATIONS

A WARNING

* Modification of the motorcycle, or
removal of original equipment, may
render the vehicle unsafe or illegal.
Obey all national and local equipment
regulations.



LOADING AND ACCESSORIES

* A motorcycle is sensitive to changes
in weight distribution. Improper
loading of cargo and mounting of ac-
cessories can impair the motorcycle’s
stability and performance. To prevent
an accident, use extreme care when
riding with cargo.

These general guidelines may help you decide

whether or how to equip your motorcycle, and

how to load it safely.

1. The combined weight of the rider, cargo, and
all accessories must not exceed the max-
imum weight capacity:

161 kg (355 lbs)
Do not exceed these following weight limits
for the glove box and rear compartment.

Glove box Rear compartment
1 kg (2 lbs) 10 kg (22 1bs)

Overloading the glove box and rear compart-
ment will adversely affect stability and
handling.

Do not install another fairing or modify the
existing one.

Do not carry items that protrude through the
rack or block the taillight.

Do not carry children or pets in the rear
compartment.

Keep cargo weight low and close to the
center of the motorcycle. As weight is
located further from the center of gravity,
handling is proportionally affected. Load
weight equally to minimize imbalance.

CAUTION:

*

Use of any radio or other electrical ac-
cessory which is not a genuine Honda
approved product may damage the
electrical circuits and/or the battery.



Overloading the motorcycle will adversely affect stability and handling.

Glove box;
never exceed the maximum
weight limit of 1 kg (2 lbs)

Rear compartment;
never exceed the maximum
weight limit of 10 kg (22 lbs)




PARTS LOCATION

Speedometer and clock

Fuel gauge

Left turn signal indicator

High beam indicator lamp

Left rearview
mirror

Coolant temperature gauge

Right turn signal indicator

Side stand indicator
Right rearview mirror
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Headlight dimmer
switch

Turn signal switch A
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Engine stop switch

Headlight switch
Starter button

Ignition switch
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INSTRUMENTS AND INDICATORS

The indicators are grouped in front of the
handlebars. Their functions are described in the
tables on the following pages.

(1) Left turn signal indicator
(2) High beam indicator
(3) Fuel gauge
(4) Digital clock
(5) Speedometer
(6) Tripmeter
(7) Coolant temperature gauge
(8) Right turn signal indicator
(9) Side stand indicator
(10) Digital clock adjusting buttons
(11) Tripmeter reset button
(12) Speedometer select button
(MPH <> km/h) [E only]
(13) Maintenance indicator
(14) Odometer
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Ref. No.

Description

Function

Left turn signal in-

1 dicator (amber) Flashes when the left turn signal operates.
2 a{)ﬁg)beam indicator Lights when the headlight is on high beam.
3 Fuel gauge Shows approximate fuel supply available (see page 13).
4 Digital clock Shows the time (see page 17).
5 Speedometer Shows riding speed (see page 14).
6 Tripmeter Shows mileage per trip (see page 18).
7 Coolant temperature Shows coolant temperature (see page 15).
gauge
8 Right turn signal in- Flashes when the right turn signal operates
dicator (amber) :
Lights when the side stand is put down.
9 Side stand indicator Before parking, check that the side stand is fully down; the
(amber) light only indicates the side stand ignition cut-off system
(page 44) is activated.
10 Digital clock adjust- Adjust the clock (see page 17).

ing buttons
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Ref. No. Description Function

Tripmeter reset :

11 button Resets tripmeter to zero (0).
Speedometer select .

12 button (MPH km/h) iﬂects speedometer readout in MPH or km/h (see page
[E only] ’

13 Maintenance indicator Shoyvs qpproachmg specified maintenance interval for

engine oil change (see page 16).
14 Odometer Shows accumulated mileage.
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Fuel Gauge

The fuel gauge liquid crystal display (1) shows
the approximate fuel supply available in a
graduated display. When the segment F goes on,
there are 12 liters (3.2 US gal, 2.6 Imp gal). If on-
ly the segment E (red) lights, there are about 2.5
liters (0.66 US gal, 0.55 Imp gal) left in tank. If
the segment E (red) flashes, this indicates that
there are about 1.5 liters (0.40 US gal, 0.33 Imp
gal) left in the tank. Refill the tank as soon as
possible. Refer to page 25 for the fuel
recommendation.

(1) Fuel gauge L.C. display
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Speedometer (SW, IT, F)

The speedometer liquid crystal display (1) shows
riding speed.

When the ignition switch is turned ON, the
display changes from 100 to 199 in increments of
11111, 122, 133, 144, ...) until it shows Zero (0).

(1) Speedometer L.C. display
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Speedometer(E)

The speedometer liquid crystal display (1) shows
riding speed.

When the ignition switch is turned ON, the
display changes from 100 to 199 in increments of
11 (111, 122, 133, 144, ...) until it shows Zero (0).
The speedometer readout can be changed to
show either MPH or km/h by pressing the
speedometer select button (2). The mode chosen
will be displayed in the MPH km/h display.
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(1) Speedometer L.C. display
(2) Speedometer select button




Coolant Temperature Gauge
When the coolant temperature gauge liquid
crystal display (1) exceeds the first segment, the
engine is warm enough for the motorcycle to be
ridden. Normal operating temperature is bet-
ween the second and seventh segments. If the
gauge displays the eight segments, stop the
engine and check the reserve tank coolant level.
Read pages 23—24- and do not ride the motorcy-
cle unitl the problem has been corrected.
CAUTION:
* Exceeding maximum running temper-
ature may cause serious engine
damage.

(1) Coolant temperature gauge

15



Maintenance Indicator

When the mileage on your motorcyle approaches
the specified maintenance interval to change the
engine oil, the maintenance indicator (1) will
change from green to red. After replacing the
engine oil, reset the indicator by inserting the
key (2) in the slot (3) below the indicator.

(1) Maintenance indicator (3) Slot
(2) Key

16

NOTE:

*

The indicator changes from green to red
after the motorcycle has been ridden about
3,000 km (1,860 miles). Therefore, after the
initial oil change (1,000 km, 600 miles) has
been made, be sure to reset the indicator so
the next specified maintenance will be in-
dicated at the proper mileage.



Digital Clock

The digital clock displayes the time.

To adjust time, proceed as follows:

Turn the ignition switch to the ON position.

Hour ........ Press the Hour button (1) until the
correct hour is displayed.

Minute........ Press the Min button (2) until the
correct minute is displayed. The
clock is now set.

NOTE:

* The clock will display 1:00 if the battery is

reconnected.

(1) Hour button

(2) Min button

17



Tripmeter

The tripmeter (1) shows accumulated mileage,

and can be reset to 0.0 by pressing the tripmeter

reset button (2).

NOTE:

* If the ignition switch is turned from ON to
any other position, the display will be
memorized. However, if the battery is
disconnected, the display memory will be
cleared and the tripmeter will display 0.0
(zero) after reconnecting the battery.

(1) Tripmeter (2) Tripmeter reset button
18



MAJOR COMPONENTS (Information you need to operate this
motorcycle)

AWARNING

*

If the pre-ride inspection (page 43) is
not performed, severe personal injury
or vehicle damage may result.

BRAKES

Front Brake

This motorcycle has hydraulic disc front brake.
As the brake pads wear, brake fluid level drops,
automatically compensating for wear.

There are no adjustments to perform, but fluid
level and pad wear must be inspected periodical-
ly. The system must be inspected frequently to
ensure there are no fluid leaks. If the control
lever free travel becomes excessive and the
brake pads are not worn beyond the recommend-
ed limit (page 76), there is probably air in the
brake system and it must be bled. See your
authorized Honda dealer for this service.
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Brake Fiuid Level:

AWARNING

* Brake fluid may cause irritation.
Avoid contact with skin or eyes. In
case of contact, flush thoroughly with
water and call a doctor if your eyes
were exposed.

* KEEP OUT OF REACH OF
CHILDREN.

Check that the fluid level is above the LOWER

level mark (3) with the motorcycle in an upright

position.

Brake fluid must be added to the reservoir (1) Screws (3) LOWER level mark

whenever the fluid level begins to reach the (2) Resevoir cover (4) UPPER level mark

LOWER level mark (3). Remove the screws (1),

reservoir cover (2), and diaphragm. Fill the

reservoir with DOT 3 or DOT 4 BRAKE FLUID

from a sealed container up to the upper level

mark (4). Reinstall the diaphragm and cover.

Tighten the screws securely.

20



CAUTION:

* Handle brake fluid with care because
it can damage plastic and painted
surfaces.

* When adding brake fluid, be sure the
reservoir is horizontal before the cap
is removed or brake fluid may spill
out.

* Use DOT 3 or DOT 4 brake fluid from
a sealed container.

* Never allow contaminants such as dirt
or water to enter the brake fluid
reservoir.

Other Checks:

Make sure there are no fluid leaks. Check for
deterioration or cracks in the hoses and fittings.

Rear Brake

Adjustment:

1. Measure the distance the rear brake pedal (1)
moves before the brake starts to take hold.
Free play at the tips of the brake pedal
should be:

20—30 mm (3/4—1-1/4 in)
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(1) Rear brake pedal
(2) Adjusting nut
(3) Arm pin

(A) Increase free play
(B) Decrease free play
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